CHAPTER    I
Signs of Upheaval
THERE is no more significant element in English life
than 'middle opinion'. Middle opinion may he de-
scribed as the outlook of those men uncl women who
do not actively associate themselves with causes and
organizations. They arc not normally excited by
political enthusiasms. They do not wear black shirts
or red ties. Their interests are absorbed in I heir
homes, their love-affairs, their business, their hobbies
and recreations. In contrast with the devotees of
Socialism, Fascism, or other institutional groups,
they are often regarded as non-'polideally conscious'.
This, however, is not altogether an uccurutc diagnosis,
The significance of middle opinion is its extent.
It is the outlook of the majority of men and women
in this country. In general elect ions it giv<ts the
casting vote and determines the issue, It is possible
that a minority may seize power and c.urry out some
violent and radical change; but, if middle opinion
is sufficiently aroused to oppose the change, the.
minority will almost certainly be defeated. Middle
opinion is therefore a factor with which both the
reformer and the revolutionist must reckon. Only if
it has been converted, or is too apathetic or divided
to interpose, can the innovator hope for ultimate
success,
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